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Hindsight is 20/20 when it comes to remembering
Chauntry Cup’s history

LICHFIELD Cricket Club’s
Chauntry Cup 20-over knockout
competition is now in its 74th
year since its inauguration back
in 1935.

The event was the brainchild
of Frank Halfpenny – a member
of the club, who attended its
AGM and heard that finances
were low and that the committee
was wondering how to increase
its income.

Halfpenny was well known in
the city for his sporting activ-
ities – besides cricket, he was a
crown green bowler and for a
time was president of Lichfield
Bowling Club, Lichfield Wednes-
day Football Club and Lichfield
Cycling Club.

He was also an avid supporter
and shareholder of Aston Villa
and was later to become a coun-
cillor for the city, a sheriff and
the mayor.

He suggested that the club or-
ganise a 20-over competition of
one innings apiece twice a week
and a final of two innings for
each side.

Halfpenny would provide a
trophy to be known as the
Chauntry Cup – named after his
house – and all matches would be
played during high summer.

His oldest son Colin told me
that it was one of many such
competitions played up and
down the country but the
Chauntry Cup is now believed to
be the only one played continu-
ously – even during World War II
– and is still played annually
nowadays.

When Halfpenny announced
his plans, there was much scep-
ticism among the committee as
at the time local cricket was
played on a friendly basis on a
Saturday afternoon at the
former cricket ground in Birm-
ingham Road.

A committee was formed to
develop the rules – which were
revised in 2004 – for 20-over
cricket and a programme of the
matches would feature in the
sports pages of the Lichfield Mer-
cury every week.

It was decided at the first com-
mittee meeting that only 16
teams would be allowed to play
in the first year, mainly to sort
out any teething troubles.

Admission for all the matches
would be sixpence (two-and-a-
half pence) and threepence for
children, and on finals days it
would be one shilling (five
pence) for adults. The final
would be played over two days.

Cricket enthusiasts, I under-
stand, were not very interested
in competition cricket and early
match attendances were much
smaller than expected.

But word got around how ex-
citing the matches were and on
the finals days the crowds were
estimated to be between 600 and
700, so 20-over cricket had come
to stay.

The first Chauntry Cup final
in 1936 was between Pelsall and
Burntwood MH. The latter bat-
ted first, scoring 50, while Pelsall
made 86.

The second innings saw
Pelsall continue where they left
off, amassing 81 and Burntwood,
needing 118 to win, could only
manage 57, which meant they
lost by 50 runs.

Before introducing the Mayor
of Lichfield, Councillor Averill,
Mr Halfpenny said many Sat-
urday players and spectators
noted and thought about every
stroke they made and whether to
run or wait until the next ball
was delivered.

With 20-over cricket, every run
counts even when it is not on and
the idea was to get as many runs

as possible.
The Mayor, before presenting

the Cup, complimented both
teams for their excellent sports-
manship.

So in 1936, 20-over cricket
came to Lichfield and by the year
2000 it was recognised
throughout the world – now
known as 20/20 cricket, even
reaching Test match status.

By 1937, Chauntry Cup fever
had reached all cricket enthu-
siasts and even many of the gen-
eral public who had never seen a

match before.
More than 1,000 spectators saw

Alrewas defeat Lichfield Meth-
odists by just eight runs.

At the 1938 AGM, the treasurer
said the Chauntry Cup had
helped put the club on a firmer
footing by announcing it had
made a profit of £45 and ten
shillings – with the cup con-
tributing more than half.

News spread throughout the
city and district when it was
announced that former Kent and
England player AP ‘Titch’ Free-

man has agreed to be one of the
umpires for the semi and finals.

His name was a huge one in
the test match world and it was
at that time that local records
began to be broken such as T
Farmer – playing for the Lich-
field Mercury no less – taking
nine wickets in one match.

The final was a bit one-sided as
Burntwood MH defeated Elm-
hurst by an innings and one run
– 113 to 76 and 39.

The clouds of war were be-
ginning to cast a shadow over the
country in 1939 but this did not
halt the matches as a record 24
teams entered the competition.

The final was a repeat of the
1938 clash with Burntwood MH
again beating Elmhurst, this
time by just nine runs.

With World War II beginning
to bite, many of the village teams
were unable to enter the com-
petition due to players being
away with the forces or working
in munitions factories.

Nevertheless, the cup carried
on and helped keep up morale at
the outset of those dark years
when Whittington Barracks –
with Major Sevens playing a
prominent role – entered several
teams.

Although spectator levels
were low, it was again a very
entertaining competition with
Elmhurst the bridesmaids
again, losing to new team the
Grammarians by an innings and
15 runs – 115 to 49 and 50.

During the match, Major N
Whitfield gave a cricket bat to be
raffled off and the proceeds
made £7 and ten shillings for the
Mayor and Mayoress’ War Relief
Fund. The raffling of a cricket
bat carried on for many years
with different sponsors donating
the prize.

In 1941, the local Armed Ser-
vices sent several teams to play
and included some names who
played county cricket before
joining up. They produced en-
tertaining encounters.

Lichfield Home Guard also

entered, along with the City In-
stitute, who had the dubious
honour of holding the lowest
total for a time, scoring just 16 all
out.

With the war making things
difficult, the finals were played
on one day on a Saturday, the
first innings of both teams start-
ing at 2.30pm and the second at
6.30pm – with the South Stafford-
shire Regiment defeating RASC
by 74 runs.

As space was getting limited
in the Mercury and newsprint
getting scarcer every week,
sport took a backseat and was
only mentioned very rarely in
the newspaper at that particular
time.

But Roger Halfpenny – young-
est son of Frank and Mary – and
his older brother Colin helped
out with a great deal of inform-
ation about the time.

The RAF Fradley had two
teams – one the OTU (Officers’
Training Unit) and the other
RAF personnel.

At the camp, there were many
Australians stationed and all
cricket enthusiasts were looking
forward to seeing the almighty
Aussies – and they were not dis-
appointed.

One of the greatest all-round-
ers Australia produced was
Keith Miller who, after playing
at an unofficial wartime Test
Match at Lords, raced up to Lich-
field and played in the finals the
next day.

Another was Ray Lindwall,
said to be the fastest bowler in
the world and it was AID of
Shenstone who drew the short
straw and had to play his OTU
side.

Lindwall is believed to have
bowled only one over and took
two wickets in the process.

The OTU, who included sev-
eral other overseas players,
scored a then-record of 214, los-
ing several balls in the process,
before dismissing AID for only
13 all out – and Roger told me
they were fortunate to score the

Chauntry
Cup roll
of honour
since it
all began

1936: Pelsall CC
1937: Alrewas CC
1938: Burntwood MH CC
1939: Burntwood MH CC
1940: The Grammarians CC
1941: South Staffs

Regiment
1942: The RAF Lichfield
1943: The RAF Lichfield
1944: The RAF Lichfield
1945: Nondescripts
1946: Baddesley Liberal

Club
1947: Old Comrades
1948: Stonehouse CC
1949: Young Farmers
1950: Young Farmers
1951: Lichfield Rugby Club
1952: Enthusiasts
1953: Enthusiasts
1954: Young Farmers
1955: Lichfield Rugby Club
1956: Old Comrades
1957: Young Farmers
1958: Grammarians
1959: Grammarians
1960: Willowers
1961: Willowers
1962: Willowers
1963: Willowers
1964: Grammarians
1965: Willowers
1966: Old Comrades
1967: Willowers
1968: Young Farmers
1969: Willowers
1970: Young Farmers
1971: Willowers
1972: Odds and Ends
1973: Young Farmers
1974: Willowers
1975: Young Farmers
1976: Willowers
1977: Odds and Ends
1978: Willowers
1979: Odds and Ends
1980: Lichfield CC
1981: Lichfield CC
1982: Barton-under-

Needwood CC
1983: Cannock CC
1984: Burton CC
1985: Burton CC
1986: Lichfield CC
1987: Lichfield CC
1988: Alrewas CC
1989: Aston Unity CC
1990: Water Orton CC
1991: Penkridge CC
1992: Water Orton CC
1993: Alrewas CC
1994: Four Oaks Saints CC
1995: Penkridge CC
1996: Four Oaks Saints CC
1997: Cannock and

Rugeley CC
1998: Lichfield CC
1999: Cannock and

Rugeley CC
2000: Cannock and

Rugeley CC
2001: Lichfield CC
2002: Cannock and

Rugeley CC
2003: Tamworth CC
2004: Cannock and

Rugeley CC
2005: Cannock and

Rugeley CC
2006: Tamworth CC
2007: Cannock and

Rugeley CC
2008: Tamworth CC

With 20/20 cricket continuing to increase in
popularity across the globe, LES ASHLEY
takes a look at how the shortened form of
cricket began life in Lichfield more than 70
years ago when the historic Chauntry Cup
competition first took place...

Above: The 1960 Chauntry Cup winners The Willowers are pictured with the competition’s founder Frank Halfpenny. Halfpenny is seated with the
runners-up cup while the Chauntry Cup is sat in front of Willowers captain Ernie Hughes, to Halfpenny’s left. (SI)

Above: Lichfield Cricket Club’s former ground in Birmingham Road. The venue was their home from the middle of the 19th century all the way up
until 2003 when it was closed. The club is now based at Collins Hill, off Eastern Avenue. (SI)

few runs that they did!
The OTU went on to win the

cup three times in total.
During the 1943 ‘Holidays at

Home’ weeks organised by
Lichfield City Council among
others, Councillor Halfpenny
had the band of the South
Staffordshire Regiment play-
ing before the final, during the
interval and after the first
day’s play had ended.

At the same final, Mrs Half-
penny presented scorer Mr
Coles with a fountain pen in
recognition for his scoring for
the club.

The year of 1947 brought a
new era to the Chauntry Cup
with the entry of new teams
such as the Young Farmers,
Nondescripts, South Staffs
Comrades, Old Comrades, Bad-
desley Liberals and Odds and
Ends.

It featured one of the most
enjoyable and competitive fi-
nals as the Old Comrades de-
feated the Young Farmers with
one batsman from each side
registering a century – White-
head (103no) for the Comrades
and Illingworth (100no) for the
Farmers.

After two innings the scores
were Old Comrades 336 and the
Young Farmers 241 – and the
headline on the sports pages of
the Lichfield Mercury read
‘Chauntry Cup cricket at its
finest’.

The Odds and Ends, incid-
entally, were a team formed by
Frank Denley and featured
cricketers who wanted to play
but could not get a game.

They won the cup three
times and Denley, at the age of
93, still attends most Chauntry
Cup matches today.

In the 1948 season, an ex-
periment named ‘last man
standing’ was tried out but nev-
er caught on.

It meant that the last bats-
man could play until the 20
overs were completed if all the
rest were out.

From 1948 onwards, other

sports began to make their
mark but the Chauntry Cup
still had some great moments –
including the ‘Festival of Bri-
tain’ final in 1951 when the
winning run was scored by a
no-ball.

John Hitchens, the Chauntry
Cup organiser for many years,
told me that when Aston Villa
won the FA Cup in 1957, Half-
penny brought the winning
team and other players to play
the Chauntry champions, the
Young Farmers.

I understand a great debate
followed about having the FA
Cup on view as in 1895 it had
been stolen from a shop win-
dow in Aston after the Villans
had won it.

It was decided to ask the
police to come and look after it
while the match was played.

When Hitchens retired, Bri-
an Baker held the post for a
short time before Brian Wil-
liams took over and he is still
the organiser today.

During the 1960s and 70s, the
Willowers were the dominant
team and under captains Ernie
Hughes and Michael Wait, they
won the cup 11 times.

It is interesting to note that
in 1954, the MCC were begin-
ning to talk about limited over
cricket being played
throughout the country.

It was mentioned in the Pres-
ident’s Report at the AGM
where he concluded by saying
cricket ‘does not appeal to the
modern youth’.

The Chauntry Cup, of course,
is still played now at the new
club ground on Eastern Av-
enue, but in 2008 only eight
teams entered. This year 16
teams have been invited.

I wish to thank Roger and
Colin Halfpenny, Michael Wait,
Brian Williams, John
Hitchens, Ernie Hughes,
Frank Denley, Steve Moxon,
the Lichfield Record Office, the
Lichfield Mercury and apolo-
gies to anyone I have missed
out.

Above: A copy of The Mercury newspaper from August 22, 1947 where the final between the Old Comrades and the Young Farmers, was described by our reporter at the time as ‘Grand
Chauntry Cricket’ and below right: Mrs Mary Halfpenny presents the
trophy to Willowers captain Michael Wait in 1967. (SI)


